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The Divining Pattern of the Oracle Bones from the Yin Ruins
Song Zhenhao

Divination is an omen-related superstition in primitive belief.Early people tended to regard some
fortuitous relationship in nature as a foretoken of some spint or god.This led to the emergence of divina-
tion as the linkage between mankind and spirits and of man-made’indicators’ telling of a good or bad
luck.

“Inquiry into the Turtle-shell Divination of the Shang Dynasty” is the first effort in the systematic
exploration of the divining process of the Shang Dynasty . The author Dong Zuobin identified ten pattemns
of the Shang divination. Other scholars have either gone deeper in his line or gone further, using ethno-
graphic data in their reconstruction of the ancient divining practice.
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